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QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 224639 
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TAGS:PINS PINT ET 

SUBJECT: EFFORTS TO OBTAIN RELEASE OF KIDNAPPED AMERICANS 

1. IN VIEW OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SYRIA AND ERITREAN 
INSURGENTS EMBASSY SHOULD APPROACH GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA 
AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL AND REQUEST THAT IT USE ITS GOOD 
OFFICES TO OBTAIN 

UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF FOUR AMERICAN 

DETAINEES# ALTHOUGH ABDUCTORS ARE APPARENTLY PLF WE FEEL 
THAT SYRIAN APPROACH TO ELF, WITH WHICH IT HAS THE 
CLOSER RELATIONS, WOULD NEVERTHELESS BE USEFUL IN VIEW 
OF RECENT MOVES TOWARD UNIFICATION OF TWO INSURGENT 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

2. IN THE COURSE OF YOUR CONVERSATION YOU SHOULD SPECIFIC- 
ALLY REEMPHASIZE OUR CONTINUING AND FIRM POLICY OF NOT 
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PAYING RANSOM OR ACCEEDING TO TERRORISTS DEMANDS OR 
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OTHERWISE NEGOTIATING FOR THE RELEASE OF HOSTAGES. 

3. IN YOU BELIEVE APPROACH TO SARG ON THIS SUBIECT WOULD 
BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, PLEASE ADVISE PROMPTLY. 

KISSINGER 

UNQUOTE. INGERSOLL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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